FROM THE INDIVIDUAL

In & tirmae of general insecurity and recession the main components
of every sustainable developmental alternative should also
include the quality production and use of feod. The idea of a local
commaunity supplying itsalf. something that can be realised
through uwban gandens, ks becoming an increasingly developed
activity in urban centres.

Urban gardens, balcony planters, fruit parks and tree Lanes,
gardens an rooftops, water motifs and green borders instead of
irgn or conorete = with all of the above, self-prganised urban
groups in many coundries of the world are bringing spaces to life
and transforming them into new dimensions of public, open, and
livimg spaces, for the creathvity and independence of the
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Community urban gardens represent an economic, ecological,
cultyral and social challenge to local inhabitants, Besides being a
place for gathering, exchanges., interactions, self-supply and
learning, they also prowide a social and culturad corrective, while
re-connecting the lives of people with the direct experience of
sathelying human nesds. On top of ks ereathve use of and care far
green sreas, urban gardening lowers transport and storage costs,
emissbons, and the dependence of residents on the price of petral,
pharmaceutical corporations and trade lobbies. It renews arganic
material in the city and enables the production of lecal, seasonal,
and live food for households, individueals, and culinany gourmets.
The pardens make passible a kind of agronomic llteracy and
establish a relationship to the earth and the envinonment, creating
a naw perception of public spaces. They provide space far
children's games, recreation, and relanation and automatically
imiprove people's health and state of being. The cultural potential
of urban gardens raises the appreciable quality of space with the
co-creation of green surfaces in the cioy; they also prevent the
e creation of illegal refuse dumps and
o , repredent an exceptionsl educational
value, mainly for children and
g youth,

The farst
prime and
comprehansive
example of planned
individual gardening in Marior

was undoubtedly the Auttre-Hungaran
organisation of the rallway colany in Tabor. The colony ook

shape in 1863, and was the first settlement on the right-hand bank
of the Drava river, where to this day a significant portion of
Maribor iis still expanding. Living in the colony were workers from
the refurbishing and repair werkshops of the Austrian Southem
Railway, operating services from Vienna ta Trieste. Each bullding
had four ar eight apartments, and lor each indnidual worker's
family there was a small plot with & sensibly organised green
curtain af fruit or decorative trees, There was a mogif of four trees
and a garden with vegetables, which was enclosed by fences of
required sizes and shapes,

Families shared the sesthetically made garden sheds, the comman
tree lanes, the town wells, and the comprehensively designed
evironment of the village among themselves. This of ganksation o
the colonies in Maribar from the middle of the 19th century. the
vary beginnings of industrialisation, has been presended to this
day, and represents the historical, sociological, and urban heritage
af the wider region,

With the growth of Industry and immigration, first frem Austro-
Hurgarian countrbes and then from the fellow republics of former
Yugoslavia, numerous gardens alio bloomed. They became an
indispensable and recognisable part of the city's urban culture,
Already in the 1980% in Maribor an urban plan was designed and
acpepted, In the Strafunski forest a large section of land was to be
comprehansively organised for the purpose of gardening. Though
the plan was never reallsed bn s entirety, today — in terms of s
environmental, landscape, architectural, and sociolagical
dimengions - it is contidered to be by far the most well-condeived
cxample of urban gardening. In the past, in Maribor and the
surrounding area, the municipality assigned mone than one
location for gardens, such as in Pobreije, and several years ago
alse In Marskl Jarek near Kungota, Heweser, these examples of
partial organisathon do not satksty the larger need for gardens,
especially if we take into account the fact that the Largest
gardening colony by Virbanski Plate is slowly being abolished
because of a pumping station for drinking water. This is one of the
rare examples of gardens that are erganised together into an
assockatbon. Many residents have thus been left without even a
small plece of Land, and are thus left to thelr own resources,
Most of the existing gardens in the city therefore fall into the
category of "spontanecusly” created, either because of their
chosen location, or because of their gardening equipment, which
aften brings to mind an exhibit of “trash art”™, Here, within the
creativity and resourcefulness of gandeners, recycling takes on
bath a new meaning and form - one which does not in any way suft
the taste of the city's assthetically minded. In fact it does not even
suit the tastes of many gardeners, who erect their tin-plastic-
particleboard sheds with rusty fences mainly because they do not
have the chance to design their @enviranmant in harmany with their
desires and for sustainable use. If a city = and here we mean to say
any clty = is not able to provide enough space for gardens in places
that are otherwise suftable, and n accordance with the needs of its
residents, ts people will satksfy their needs b those parts of the
city where it 15 at least possible to do 5o, IF the City does mot work
topethar with the residents to create basic guidelines for these
areas, which should be a reflection of the people’s real needs, and
also provide adequate resources, the people will subjugate their
design to their own individual abilities every time.

For that reasan, "unorganised” gardens are not necessarily a
eonsequence of & lack of sesthetic sensibilities, but rather they are
& combination of two things: the economic exclusion of those who
arg trying to establish them, and the permanent threat that these
people could be removed from these locations, which they ccoupy
against the wishes of the owners, at amy thme.

TO THE COLLECTIVELY ORGANISED

The community urban garden was set up by a group of experts and
researchers from the Urban Furrows programme section. They
worked out and brought te fruition a never before realised idea for
an urban intervention, which was accepted in a decree by the
Municipalioy of Maribor in 1986, On the basis of this decree,
researchers prepared more than one model case of communiny
urban gardening and, in order to establish poad practices, they
abtained & hectare of Land fram the municipality in the city district
af Radvanje, at a location near Borowa Vas and in direct vicinity to
tha mast densely populated part of the city. The urban garden has
been placed by a water promenade which connects the recreational
area under Pekrska Gorca, an area with a high population density
[Menva Vas, Bosova Vas), and the recreational forest Betnava.
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hawve been devising 4 madel caze for
ecalogical urban gardening, which could
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During the design
phaie for 3 sustdinable gardening madel,

the researchers of Urban Furnows took into account the needs
of the local residents, as well as the potential to meet their needs in
the Leng term. Through lectures, educational programmes, and
workshops, resldents from nearby apariment bulldings were ghven
the apparunity 1o ofganise themselves into a group of gardeners,
the Eco Urban Garden Asociation, which has taken over
management and mainténance for the entirg aréa, During the
pracess, all those who were interested learned how to co-exist and
cooperate; how to include their persenal interests into the interests
aof the cormmunity; how to produce quality organic food without
profiblthee costs: how to take care of the environment and
management af green aneas in the city: how to preserve the urban
garden ai an example for other Similar endeavours, at home or
abroad. They learned how to transfar ideas, wishos, and neads into a
form of everyday practice which makes us stronger and connects us
with each cther. In the course of a year, slowly but surely, a
community urban garden began to take shape - In accordance with
the principles and guidelines which were collectively accepred by
the gardensrs at their mestings,

And it i5 precisely this which is the fundamental difference between
individual gardening and community urban gardening. The latter is a
community achizvement by a larger number of residents of a group
of people which goes beyond, inasmuch as this ks possible,
differences and divisions. Instead of sacial atomisation or
fragmentation we have the collective creation of 8 community and
thé: comamiunal.

Today. step by step, the Eco Urban Garden Association is already
realising needs which go beyond the production of fresh fruit and
vegatables, even thowgh this alone is of excepticnal importance. At
the community urban garden, beshkdes the cherry blossoms,
sochalising among different generations and cultwes is also
blooming. Biodiversity i4 blending with thé multiculturalism of the
post-industrial capital of culture, and childoen of different ages are
forming new friendships as they play on playground equipment
which was installed by their parents and grandparents, The urban
garden is a place to grow vegetables, but it Is also a place that
nurtures relationships which are beling hindered and eradicated by
our competitive consumer sochety, and by the exploitation of natural
and socisl resources, In this wiy, the garden i first and foremost
bacoming a meating place and a place for socialising. It is becoming
a place where, through work projects, meetings, and celebrations,
the fabric of society is once again being woven. From onganic
production, which benefits both nature and ourselves, to the
creation of a communicty based on mutual assistance, solidarity,
group decksion making on carmmoen matbers, the co-creation of a
place for creativity, and the guidelines for the work itself,

FOR A HOLISTIC ARRANGEMENT OF THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN

The community urban garden at Borova Was is an example of a
holistic arrangement of organised gardening in Slovenia ltis
caftalnly the first example 1o have certifled organic production
from fts very stare. The garden area has been enclosed with a
wooden fence. Along its inner side various types of berries
(raspberry, gooiebenry, jostaberry, currant), hazel, dog rode,
dogwoed. and mountain-ash have been planted. On the outside of
the fence, aleng the water promenade, there is a tree lane
composed of older varleties of frult trees. The frulbts can be
enpyed by randam passers-by or by people who take thelir dadly
recreation by the Pekrski stream. We sought to create a connection
between those making use of the garden and these passing by, and
that i why the fruit trees are intended for wallers or random
passersi-by, but the gardeners are the ones who take care of the
trees, With this approach, we are hoping to recall the practice
already introduced in Slovenia by Maria Theresa in the 18th
century. For the gardeners, inside the garden along pebble paths
there are comman gardening sheds with pergolas that have alder
waricties of grapevines [Jurka, Isabella) and kiwi growing on them.
All the common sheds offer a space for rest under the pergolas,
and they also have a reservoir for rainwater. Even the very
youngest can enjoy themselves on the playground equipment or
the gresn areas of the garden, which are intended for common use.
There are also raised woaden planters intended far the physically
disabled.

To help maintain biodiversity and to preserve older indigenous
varieties, at the Eco Urban Garden there is also a litthe garden set
aside for the work of the Seed Library, or the Seed Savers
Assoriation. In order to improve the pellination of plants and
promote the uiban beekeeping, an element of the garden’s
educational diversification will be handled by the Maribor
B-l.':ch.-l:tping Assaciation. Am-:rng all thie various infrastruciurg
rilated elements of the facillities, without a doubt the most
impaortant is the wooden communal building, a place for the
gardeners to meet and secialise while doing the common tasks
that help to both form and connect the gardening community with
ane anather.

The cammunity eco urban garden deservies the “eca” designation,
niod aﬂl'!,r b aasa it is the first urban gardir\-rl with a group
certificate for organic gardening, something which is carefully
monitared by the Institute for Control and Cartification of the
University of Maribos, but also because in its entirety it is following
the aim of creating a sustalnable plan for the wellare of the local
community. With locally praduced salar energy devices and a dry
compost sanitation system, the garden is self sufficient in terms of
its own electrical energy needs and i5 not a burden o the
environment in terms of sewage waste. Similarly. all of the
buildings which were erected by the compary Eke Hi%e (Danils
Gorjup 5.p.) are made of wood from the forests in the immediate
wicinlty of Maribor. The eco urban garden must therefore be seen
a3 & whole, just as was created. And it is 36l taking shape with the
help of gardeners connected throwgh the Eco Urban Garden
Association,

Project coordinator:
Mate] Zonta (email matelzonta@manibor201 2.ou, phone: +18632 2812420

Concepius] design prepaned by
Msrta Gregonds?, PRD: Matej Fanta: Milajka Fekonja, PhD; finton Kamas; snd
Mateja Koler

Archineet Sanl Oloretil; landscape archicect Miko Szane, MA

Realization:

elate] Fonta and Simona Tréak Zdoldek (Urban Furrows, wens. brazde org),
The Seed Savers Associstion (httpy feemensica ongl), the president of the
Eco Uvban Garden Association (wwwekowr.si], Zoran Zobowid, and
mumprous pther active members af the association. The realisation of the
project was achbewed with the cooperation of many other expens and
Endividuals, wha got invaled in different pans of the project and
SUpparted 1L

An infarmation day at the garden open fa anyone iatevested from the general
pwhilic will be held every first Thursdoy of the manth between §:00pm and

7:00pm. from Apeil to October. (in this doy you can meet representotives of
the essociotion, cofl them ot 061 975 255, or write them ot infodelownt si.




